INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
DEPARTMENT

WHO WE ARE
The Legal Group Advocates & Legal Consultants (TLG) is a full-service boutique law firm
headquartered in Dubai, United Arab Emirates that has been providing its clients locally and
internationally with legal services for over twenty (20) years. Our Firm specialises in Litigation
and Dispute Resolution, Intellectual Property (IP), Corporate & Commercial, and Technical
Advisory.
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OVERVIEW
The Legal Group’s (TLG) Intellectual Property (IP) Department maintains a dynamic and highprofile presence locally, regionally and beyond. Our IP office consists of an experienced team of
lawyers, IP professionals, commercial consultants, paralegals and market researchers, who are present on
the ground in each of the countries in which we operate.
Not only do we have a strong understanding of how IP law and judicial procedures operate in each
of these countries, but we also work closely with economic departments, customs officers and IP
enforcement officials in the said list of countries.
Through various international affiliations, we have established a strong presence and are protecting
intellectual property rights in many countries. Should we be required to extend our services to places
we do not currently cover we will gladly provide legal and advisory work for those countries and strive to
protect the interest of our clients there. TLG’s intellectual property practice consists of a highly
driven and experienced legal team that has been practicing in the region for almost two decades.
Our clients include American, European, Japanese, Italian, and Korean brand owners among the few.
We cover various industries not limited to, but including automobile, electronics, printing consumables,
the fashion industry and power tools just to name a few.
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OUR EXPERTISE
TLG’s IP Department has witnessed exponential growth over the years. Our team consists of
English, Arabic, French, and Hindi speaking lawyers who have extensive experience in providing
IP consultation which includes registration, management and enforcement services relating
to trademarks, patents, industrial design rights, and other intellectual property related-matters.
The Intellectual Property Department is divided into four core divisions:
•

IP Registration

•

IP Enforcement

•

Market Research & Study

•

IP Litigation
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Our experience in handling IP portfolios for various internationally recognized companies extends
to the following areas:
•

Strategic advisory on IP protection matters and policies

•

Legal consultancy on local and regional laws and procedures

•

Registration and recorders of Trademarks, Patents and industrial designs

•

Enforcement of IP Rights in the Middle East & North Africa Region as well as Eastern European Region

•

Inspect and research on counterfeits activities

•

Follow up with customs and law enforcement agencies

•

Litigation of civil matters before the competent courts

•

Arbitration and mediation between parties on related disputes
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IP REGISTRATION DIVISION
Overview
Designing an effective IP protection strategy is critical to ensure the protection of valuable IP
assets. This also ensures long term returns on IP investments in dynamic markets. The first step to
ensure the effective protection of valuable IP rights is ensuring registration

through

appropriate mechanisms and jurisdictions. We provide tailored solutions that not only give
the most cost- effective and comprehensive defense of IP products but also ensure affordable
maintenance of these assets in the long term.
The IP Registration Division maintains a strong presence regionally with our lawyers being
well versed in substantive laws in the procedural requirements of IP rights registration
in various jurisdictions across the MENA region. Additionally, our team also assists with IP
rights search, filing, cancellation,

watch

service,

annual

maintenance

and

renewals.

Our vast international network of lawyers and agents allows swift and smooth execution of
registrations of clients’ IP rights thereby ensuring expedient execution of IP enforcement when
needed.
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RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDE:
1.

Strategic IP Protection Advisory

2.

Legal Consultation on IP rights

3.

IP Rights Audit and Trademark Watch Services

4.

Registrations of Trademarks, Patents, Industrial Design and Copyrights

5.

IP Rights Maintenance Services

STRATEGIC IP PROTECTION ADVISORY
From high-end luxury brands to fast-moving consumer goods, our team has both legal and strategic
management experience to provide counsel and ensure that our clients can enhance their IP
protection strategy into a competitive advantage.
LEGAL CONSULTATION ON IP RIGHTS
We advise clients on the specific procedural requirements of various IP rights registrations,
with appropriate authorities, including pre-emptive IP registration measures that can be
taken to protect IP rights.
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IP RIGHTS AUDIT AND TRADEMARK WATCH SERVICES
The IP Registration Division assists clients to identify IP rights that need to be protected
and audits and advises on ownership status of IP rights. We carry out trademark searches
manually through the National Trademark Offices and Official Gazettes as well as through
electronic

databases

to

ensure

the

trademark

is

available

for

registration.

We check and ensure that the proposed trademark do not conflict with others. Our globally
connected watch services ensures surveillance of local markets and trademark offices to ensure no
infringing particulars are registered.
REGISTRATIONS OF TRADEMARKS, PATENTS, INDUSTRIAL DESIGN AND COPYRIGHTS
We assist clients in application of IP rights through the procedural stages of filing, publication
and final registration. TLG conducts legalization of required documentation (valid

POA,

commercial registers and/or certificate of incorporation). Where an opposition to a particular
IP right is filed, we assist clients in preparation of materials and evidence for successful appeals.
IP RIGHTS MAINTENANCE SERVICES
Our IP Registration Division provides a comprehensive range of IP services tailored to meet all
clients’ needs, regionally and internationally, including but not limited to:
•

Trademarks, Patents, Designs and Copyrights Registration

•

Search for Published Trademarks

•

Trademark Watch Service

•

IP-Renewals

•

IP Portfolio Management

•

Trademark Strategy & Analysis

•

Trademark Portfolio Review

•

IP Consultancy
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The IP Registration Division is led by
Mohammad Al Sharif. He has strong
experience in the fields of Trademarks,
Copyright, Intellectual Property, Litigation,
Patent, and Unfair competition law.
For both the international and domestic
markets,

Mohammad

has

extensive

experience in conducting clearance searches
and advising on searches, providing practical
and commercial advice on infringement
issues, filing strategy, portfolio management
and portfolio review. He prepares files and
prosecutes of national and International
trademark applications.

Mr. MOHAMMAD AL SHARIF
Partner and Director of IP Registration Division
E: trademarks@tlg-ip.com
T: +971 4 422 5831

Mohammad has been active for many years
in running large trademark portfolios for
large multinational corporations including
those in the cosmetics and garments industry,
insurance and financial services, spare parts
industry, and many other sectors.
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MARKET RESEARCH DIVISION
Overview
The Market Research Division is an integral part of the Intellectual Property Department of TLG
and consists of an experienced in-house team of market researchers who are devoted in
researching, studying and physically visiting potential targets across all the main markets in the entire
MENA Region where TLG is active.
Our market researchers are specialized in recognizing counterfeit products and identifying
infringing products from various sectors and industries including automotive, electronics, building
materials, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics & perfumes, garments and many others. We pride
ourselves in keeping our clients happy by ensuring a high success rate in each case that we handle on
their behalf. We can boast that majority of the raid actions that have been carried out throughout the
MENA region are initiated by our team of market researchers.
The division offers the following services to our clients:
1.

Proactive market research

2.

Market survey

3.

In-depth research

4.

Cyber-counterfeiting research

PROACTIVE MARKET RESEARCH
Our team of in house market researchers go out to proactively study the market and do a physical
research of counterfeit products in any given field. In most cases they successfully obtain
information on the traders dealing with counterfeit products, which is then reported to our clients
and brand owners. At initial stages, such information tends to be preliminary with little details. Our
team also tries to obtain samples of the counterfeited products or clear images, so to help the brand
owner in analyzing the suspected counterfeit products. We then wait for our clients to further
instruct us on whether they want TLG to do more investigation on the identified target in order to
reveal vital information which will identify the source of the fake products, warehouse where the
stocks are kept and others.
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MARKET SURVEY
A Market Survey is an analysis in the market where our researchers identify the size of the counterfeit
activities in the retail market. Here, we also classify how wide spread the counterfeiting of a specific
brand is and which of their goods are most copied. Through the survey, we are able to recognize the
gravity of the fakes of a brand.
IN-DEPTH RESEARCH
To initiate legal action against targets who are found dealing in sizable quantities of counterfeit
goods, it is imperative to carry out in-depth research. In such cases our researchers try to acquire
in-depth information on the suspected counterfeit trader, its main base of operations and locations of
warehouse where counterfeit stock is stored.
CYBER COUNTERFEITING RESEARCH
The changing technological landscape has resulted in some traders opting to deal in counterfeit
products online. Our experienced in-house teams of market researchers have the capacity to
follow up on these online traders dealing with counterfeit products especially those related to
pharmaceutical, branded cosmetics and women’s jewelry. The team moves to track down the
identities and locations for such traders and base operation.
SAMPLING AND TEST PURCHASES
The Legal Group also conducts test purchases as a part of the in-depth research done by the in-house
research team. Here, samples are obtained from the trader suspected to be dealing with counterfeit
goods. The samples are then given to and analyzed by the brand owner. If these samples are
confirmed to be counterfeit, we then proceed with the legal action.
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IP ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
Overview
The IP Enforcement Division deals with all matters related to Intellectual Property Rights of
Brand Owners. TLG has been taking care of the brand protection activities of various internationally
recognized companies through the enforcement of their related IP Rights in the MENA and Eastern
European regions.
The IP Enforcement Division provides expertise in the following:
1.

Legal Consultancy

2.

Raid and legal action

3.

Market Sweep Raids

4.

Customs recordation

5.

Brand Awareness Trainings

LEGAL CONSULTANCY
Our legal consultants are adept in providing advice related to clients on their IP rights and legal
strategies for any of their IP concerns.
The division handles complex IP matters in all the countries we serve. Our lawyers assist clients in
protecting their varied IP rights from illegal practices such as counterfeiting, infringement and
misuse of registered trademarks.
RAID AND LEGAL ACTION
After

conclusion

of

an

investigation,

legal

action

is

initiated

through

either

an

Administrative or Criminal Case, depending on the nature and details of the case.
In order to initiate legal action, we would first file a complaint on behalf of the client with the
relevant authorities. Acting on the complaint, the authorities would conduct a raid action. This is
where suspected counterfeiters are confronted by the authorities and the counterfeit goods are seized.
TLG then follows up on all proceedings with the
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enforcement officials who will then execute the procedural steps to ensure the seized goods are
destroyed.
Where allowed by authorities, TLG takes pictures and videos of the raids and destruction processes to
assure the clients that the necessary procedures have been followed.
MARKET SWEEP RAIDS
This strategy acts as a deterrent to those who are trading in counterfeit goods. The raids are on
selected targets in a demarcated area. This consists of a raid action against numerous retail outlets in
two or three biggest markets. These markets are selected because they have counterfeit goods
which are infringing major brands. Such sweep raids effectively send a strong message among the
retailers not to deal with counterfeits and helps brand owners in reducing the amount of counterfeit
products on the market. This also protects the consumers from purchasing counterfeit goods and
being the primary market for the retailers.
CUSTOMS RECORDATION
The Customs Authorities play an integral part in the fight against counterfeiting. They are
responsible for actively monitoring the shipments entering and leaving a country. They conduct
surveillance on shipments bearing illegal goods being imported, if the infringed brands have
carried out customs recordals.
TLG strongly advises that all our clients ensure that they carry out customs recordation as it is an
effective tool to prevent counterfeit goods from being imported. If suspected counterfeit goods enter
a country and customs recordals have been done, the customs authorities immediately alert TLG on
the basis of suspicion.
The brand owners are then contacted by TLG to consult on the authenticity of the goods. Upon
confirmation and instruction from the Client, TLG may then take the appropriate legal action not
limited to but including seizure and destruction of goods, as well as further legal action through
litigation if necessary.
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BRAND AWARENESS TRAININGS
Every year the Intellectual Property Department of TLG carries out Brand Awareness Training
for officials that deal with IP. The trainings are conducted in different countries in the MENA
Region. Different Authorities and Departments participate in this training at a city, state or country
level.
As a reputable firm and agent for various international brands in the region, TLG is often sought by
IP officials of various departments and countries throughout the entire MENA Region to train their
officials. The IP Department’s training sessions educate officials as well as update them on
the latest trends in the fight to protect brands.
Specialized training of enforcement officials is usually in the form of a workshop or seminar. In
these trainings, TLG provides officials with the presentation materials and samples of genuine
and counterfeit goods. TLG is also responsible for organising the event and all associated planning
and logistics.
At the successful completion of the workshops all participants are given certificates of participation
and appreciation.
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IP LITIGATION DIVISION
Overview
The IP Litigation Division undertakes a number of the important Legal actions including
but not limited to safeguarding the rights of brand owner and ensure Intellectual Property
protection.
Range of services include:
1.

Legal Consultancy

2.

Civil Suits

3.

Mediation and Arbitration

LEGAL CONSULTANCY
Our team consists of many qualified and experienced lawyers from numerous jurisdictions
all over the world. The team is a melting pot of cultures and has a diverse mix of Arabic, English,
French and Hindi Legal education backgrounds in Common Law and/or Civil Code countries.
Moreover, our litigation team’s experience has been perfected over the years in court matters as
well as alternative dispute resolution methods. This means that in addition to in-depth
understanding of textual law, our lawyers also possess practical understanding of legal realities and
commercial know-how. Our aim is to provide clients with legal advice that is commercially
sound, that leads to effective handling of our cases and a high rate of success.
CIVIL SUITS
Our Litigation team has experience in several types of civil suits including but not limited to, lawsuits
to refrain from illegal and/or unfair competition, lawsuits for deregistration of infringing trademarks,
lawsuits related to combating commercial fraudulence as well as lawsuits of indemnities and damages
incurred as a result of violation of IP rights.

W-501B Al Saaha Offices C,
Souk Al Bahar, Burj Khalifa

PO BOX 20338
Dubai UAE

T: +971 4 422 5831
F: +971 4 422 5830

www.tlg.ae
inquiries@tlg.ae

MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION
Our IP Litigation Division is well versed in all aspects of alternative dispute resolution and our
aim is to help clients achieve the most favorable settlement of their related disputes. In this sense,
we assist with both mediation between parties either through appointment of mutual agreed
arbitrators and tribunals. Mediation offers the advantage of confidentiality and expedient settlement
of disputes out of court. Our associates have previously worked with but not limited to the Dubai
International Arbitration Centre (DIAC), which has often been an attractive forum for settlement of
World Intellectual Property (WIPO) related disputes.
The Intellectual Property Department is
led by Senior Partner and Director,
Mr. Hatem Abdel Ghani.
Hatem relies on his deep knowledge and
expertise in Intellectual Property Rights in
providing insightful advice particularly in
relation to the brand protection strategies of
his portfolio comprising over a hundred high
profile international clients. Due to his high
level of competency in this area, Hatem is
widely acknowledged as an expert to conduct
trainings on behalf of his clients, for the
Intellectual Property enforcement authorities

Mr .HATEM ABDEL GHANI

in the MENA region focusing on eliminating

Partner/Director of IP Department

counterfeiting activities.

E: tlgiplegal@tlg-ip.com
T: +971 4 422 5831
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SOME OF OUR CLIENTS
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